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“Here's to falling on your face

Getting back up and winning the race

Here's to taking it to extremes

Never losing faith in our crazy dreams

Here's to having no fear

Here's to right now, right here …”

©2020 Ringo Starr, Here’s to the Nights
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Overview

Mission, Vision and Strategy



Our Story

How it Began

Grampa Mitch would tell granddaughter Clara when she was about two years old a
bedtime story about “Billy the Baaad Goat”, which included “Father John & Farmher
Joan”. The “Farmers” were loosely based on a couple who decide to leave the City and
buy a farm, grow crops (including strawberries) and lovingly raise their rescue animals.

Michelle’s Original Idea

Michelle had the unique idea to build an “adult playground” (as we were calling it then)
on a small farm – to which Mitch would be happy growing some vegetables, making
salsas, and maybe a few more crops.

And Then This Happened

Mitch – in his so-called “retirement” started investing, advising and working with
several innovative tech companies leading in their respective areas – and one of these is
Ag-Tech and Smart Farms/Orchards. After visiting some of these trials, one farm
stood out as a potential model for our vision. Mitch drew up the vision and the
universe manifested what is now known as Summit Farms. After talking to one realtor,
describing our vision; within days he said he “found our dream property”. He was right
… after one visit, the Lewis’ made an offer and the rest as they say is history – which is
a mystery!

Original Vision – Two Months before 

viewing 

Clara (5), Lucy (3) with their own Barn “Farmer John & Farmher Joan” in Billy the 

Baaad Goat by Leeah Jo Houston Rellamas



Our Mission, Vision & 

Strategy

Mission

To restore, cultivate and preserve the 
beautiful property to which we are 

environmental stewards.

Vision & Strategy

To build a multi-generational, self-sustaining, 
commercially profitable, family farm first 

and an agri-tourist destination with an 
emphasis on food resiliency and smart-farm 

technologies for local food needs. 

Aerial view of  property with Farmhouse in foreground and barn in center.



Location

11815 Whitehall Lane SE,                                         
Olympia, Washington 98501

https://yourpersonaleverest.com/summit-farms/                                           

Example of  old-growth forest on property and adjacent to Millersylvania



Location

xxxxxx

Location



Sketch of  Farmstead layout 
(with other buildings relative to barn to North arrow for reference)
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History
In 1907, at age 40, Jesse Emmett Pitman and his wife Annie left their home in Kansas, with their eight (8) children and 
were the first Pioneers to settle on this land, across Tilley Road and the Millersylvania Homestead. Prior to that, our 
property lies within the accustomed terriitory of  multiple Native American tribes including the So Lushootseed and 
Upper Chelalis groups, in the mid 1800s the land that is now Millersylvania (to the east of  Tilley Road including Deep 
Lake) was claimed by homesteaders until the Miller Family settled in 1882.  Millersylvania was willed to the State as a 
park in perpetuity in 1921, our property is directly bordered by State forest to the west, south and east. First building 
the road in 1907 and then the barn in 1910 and the farm-house in 1912, the Pitmans, for which the lake is named for, 
lived until Jesse’s death in 1935 and Annie’s in 1953.  The land was largely used as a dairy farm (the large barn, milk 
parlor, pastures, water on property etc.) The original 320 acres was sub-divided over the years and passed through the 
Pitman family until 1995 and two buyers until the Lewis family purchased in May of  2021.  All of the original farm 
buildings are on the twenty-eight (28) acre parcel(s) that were purchased and are zoned agri-tourism.  We will welcome 
visitors in 2022 to the farm, heritage buildings and a century of  history. 



Barn Overview and 
Preservation/Restoration



Before and After 
Pictures      



Before and After
Pictures      



Barn Interior – Upper Floor



Barn Interior – Lower Floor (including FarmStore and 
Electrical Room/Data Center (Future)



Milk Parlor Exterior/Interior



Other Outbuildings



Other Restorations – Root Cellar



Greenhouse 1
(Honoring George W. Bush (Pioneer) & Chief  Leschi (Nisqually))

Current State:

• Excellent growing structure, in great shape 60’x40’

• Has two large functional fans.

• To code electrical, plumbing, concrete floors, structurally sound

Priority Project:

• Built 4 new 8’x4’ raised cedar beds and rehab other beds

• Rebuilt irrigation/drip system for now and  future needs                                                            

with wireless (2.5ghz) WiFi automation.

Planned Investments:

• Grow lighting, hanging flower areas



Gallery of  Preservation and 
Restoration Projects



“Here's to making memories, making mistakes

Taking all the rules and making them break

Here's to us being crazy fools

Here's to me, here's to you

Here's to the nights we won't remember

With the friends we won't forget

May we think of  them forever

As the days that were the best

May we make some noise together

Make a beautiful mess

And say we did it all

Say we did it all”

© 2020, Ringo Starr, Here’s to the Nights

www.yourpersonaleverest.com/summitfarms

Thank You!

http://www.yourpersonaleverest.com/summitfarms

